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Description :  Description du produitThis version of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh 
Edition, is burgundy leather-look, and thumb-notched. For this new edition, Americas largest staff of 

lexicographers made more than 100,000 changes and added more than 10,000 new words and senses, such as 
'convergence', 'Frankenfood', 'phat', 'psyops', and 'vermiculture'. The Eleventh Edition, with over 225,000 

definitions, also features more than 40,000 usage examples more than ever before which clarify confused or 
disputed terms. Additionally, thousands of phrases and idioms help distinguish vocabulary for language 

learners. Special sections include A Handbook of Style, An Essay on the English Language, and Signs and 
Symbols. Over 55 million copies of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary have been sold, spanning a 
time period of over 100 years. Included is a WIN/MAC CD of the dictionary that installs easily on a hard 

drive for instant accessibility, and boasts dozens of search options. It also includes a free one-year 
subscription to Merriam-WebsterCollegiate.com, a new website with audio pronunciations and full, 

searchable texts of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Collegiate Thesaurus, Collegiate 
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Encyclopedia, and Spanish-English Dictionary.

Prsentation de l'diteurYou can set this dictionary as your default Kindle dictionary and look up words while 
reading. The default setting is The New Oxford American Dictionary included on your Kindle, but you have 
the option to change your default setting to this compatible dictionary after purchase. This hardcover version 
of Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh Edition, is jacketed, has a navy kivar binding, and is 
plain-edged (no thumb indexing). For this new edition, America's largest staff of lexicographers made more 

than 100,000 changes and added more than 10,000 new words and senses, such as 'convergence', 
'Frankenfood', 'phat', 'psyops, and 'vermiculture'. The Eleventh Edition also features over 40,000 usage 

examples - more than ever before - which clarify confused or disputed terms. Additionally, thousands of 
phrases and idioms help distinguish vocabulary for language learners. Special sections include A Handbook 

of Style, An Essay on the English Language, and Signs and Symbols. Over 55 million copies of Merriam-
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary have been sold, spanning a time period of over 100 years.Booklist*Starred * 
The first Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (M-W) was published in 1898, and the tenth edition had a 

copyright date of 1993. The eleventh edition brings many new words, a CD-ROM, and a free one-year 
subscription to Merriam-Webster Collegiate.com, which includes the text of the dictionary as well as the 

Collegiate Thesaurus, Collegiate Encyclopedia, and Merriam-Webster's Spanish-English Dictionary.Now for 
the numbers. M-W has a paper file of 15,700,000 citations from which their lexicographers chose 10,000 
new words, for a total of 165,000 entries and 225,000 definitions. There are 100,000 "changes" from the 

tenth edition. Users asked for more usage examples and idioms and phrases, so there are now 40,000 
examples and a "significant" increase in idioms. There are 91,000 pronunciations, 33,000 etymologies, 2,700 
illustrative quotations, 650 foreign words and phrases, and 700 illustrations.As the world rushes on, so does 

the time taken for words to become accepted. It used to be at least ten years before a new word was 
considered for inclusion; now it may take as few as four years. M-W staff certainly have become the 

purveyors of the words that we use. Terms added to this edition include Botox, comb-over, crunch-exercise, 
dead-cat bounce, dead presidents, dead tree, def, exfoliant, gimme cap, identity theft, phat, and tweener. As 
would be expected, some entries had to be eliminated because words are invented faster than they go out of 

favor. Anyone seeking definitions of record changer and pantdress will need an unabridged or older 
dictionary.M-W still includes separate sections for geographical and biographical names, but abbreviations 

are now interfiled in the main section. Perhaps the next edition will interfile the other two sections.Criticisms 
of the eleventh edition are mostly cosmetic. The use of photographs and shaded boxes for usage notes would 
make it more attractive to users. There are, however, more than 200 new black-and-white line drawings. The 
Col legiate Dictionary's closest competitor, the American Heritage College Dictionary (4th ed.), published 
last year, makes good use of photographs and illustrations in the margins. It contains a number of words 

(gangsta, goth) that are also new to this edition of M-W.The online version has a number of search options, 
including a reverse dictionary (if you can think of the correct words), the etymology of words, and those that 

are the same part of speech. The most interesting option is the date feature. Paging through the words 
attributed to a particular year is a definite retrospective of recollections. Words of 1980 include balsamic 

vinegar, exit poll, NIMBY, and ziplock. An improvement to the online version would be a search button so 
the back button doesn't need to be used as much. It would be less cumbersome if the illustrations were 

included with the definitions rather than requiring another click. Because the one-year free subscription to 
the online version is only mentioned on the dust jacket, some users will fail to see it. Unfortunately, the free 

subscription is not available free to libraries or schools. One wonders if the CD-ROM is really necessary 
because it provides only basic searching.For serious dictionary collections and fans of dictionaries from this 

venerable publisher, now in partnership with Britannica, the eleventh edition is a definite buy. With a list 
price of $25.95, it is a bargain for individuals. Libraries with limited budgets that purchased the American 

Heritage College Dictionary in 2002 may not need another college dictionary this year. RBBCopyright 
American Library Association. All rights reservedRevue de presse"A host of fashionable words and modern 

jargon, such as frenemies and staycations, has been added to America's most venerable dictionary...It will 
provide fresh reading for those on staycation (holidays at home) and may even compel some to vlog (video 
blog) about their introduction to new words...Given the influence American popular culture has around the 

world, it is likely that some of the new terms will enter into common British parlance before too long." --The 



Daily Telegraph, 10 July 2009 


